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_there is no excuse

to use 1llegal software

SOHO House prides itself on hmng a
favourite of the media set, popular with

everyone from chief executives to edi-
tors, TV producers to public relations
bosses. S0 the Greek Street club — now
the hub of a £100 million-plus empire,
with offshoots in Shoreditch, Notting
Hill, Chiswick and around the world -
must be mortified. Soho House Group
stands accused of using illegal software

inits head offic
of the media mdum.rﬂ mast cherished
concepts, copyright law.

‘The Evening Standard can reveal that
Soho House, owned by founder Nick
Jones and Richard Caring, has just paid
an undisclosed sum for “alleged under-
licensing of Microsoft software” to the
British Software Alliance, a not-for-
profit anti-piracy organisation repre-
senting almost 80 firms.

It's a case that illustrates how the
computer industry is taking a “zero

i he end of 2008.
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any unauthorised software.”
The Soho House case, which is
thought o avolve 3 o
software legitimately.
Problems sometimes occur when a
company might buy software from a
dence of piracy in the UK - even when street store and the
a company insists it made an uninten-  details are not passed on to the manu-
tional oversight or blunder. facturer. S0 a receipt, perhaps dating
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soft Office licences we had purchased a d .
decade ago, 13 could not be located  of deliberately using illegal software, mawmmmmm that education is often better than
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a7 bodies that enforce copyright liw on  alifince bas liunchied ' two-month
“TheSoho behalf of members, says its biggest ~campaign this month in Londaon, con-
recent settlement in the UK was tacting more than 1000 firms to offer
Housecase  £250,000in 2007, Last year, it carried mmmmmmm-m
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onfirmsto time the software has increase
‘the threat from computer viruses. There
BSA does not resources  are costs.
prove they The BSA does not have the also legal and reputational
havebought  to check up on everyone. It has two  damage to consider, if businesses are
their main methods for cracking down on *“The current downiturn in the
software whistleblowers and asking firms i A
W self-audit. If a company says that ithas  usingup- and legal,” said Alyna
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Cevrmemsoe say, 50l th -and-stick approach can
: are immediate grounds for action. work in the battle against piracy
‘We don't get to hear about many of A
these cases as they are settled  The judicious use of “the stick” can
by lawyers, before going to trial. Soft-  certainly have a powerful effect. Eariier
‘warre firms — like other own-  this year the Financial Times sued the
ers, such as music labels, are  p ity the
‘bartling piracy — are wary of being seen
o be persecuting of articles on its website were being
Some estimates reckon 20% of soft-  accessed on multiple machines using
wmuudintheupilxlhmwl. one paid subscriber login.
although the true The FT initially aj Black-
higher. A recent survey W stone last year but decided to go public
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UK would try by nbmwmm prac-
ur gt i tical terms, the financial value of any
Last week’s Digital Britain Report often marters far less than
P  few new the resultant publicity — which serves
totackle piracy. as a powerful warning to others about
such as the BSA admit  the perils Taw,




