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BUSINESS SOFTWARE ALLIANCE STRENGTHENS CRACKDOWN ON ILLEGAL SOFTWARE USE IN THE CAPITAL 

Lack of software management costs three London companies £35,000 

LONDON: 12th November, 2009 – The Business Software Alliance (BSA) is today announcing settlements with three London-based companies for breaching intellectual property laws by using unlicensed software. The total cost to the three businesses is estimated to be £35,000, excluding legal fees and disruption to operations.
These cases follow a BSA campaign earlier in the year, supported by local politicians and business leaders, to raise awareness of the use of unlicensed software and the associated risks whilst providing guidance in how to manage software assets. Now more than ever, businesses cannot afford to lose money through legal cases, financial settlements and the unplanned requirement to purchase legitimate software.

Disaster Recovery firm, Network Disaster Recovery Limited, paid the BSA £15,000 as a result of under-licensing Microsoft and Symantec software. Furthermore, Network Disaster Recovery Limited purchased a large amount of software in order to rectify the situation, resulting in a total cost to the business of almost £22,000, excluding legal fees. 

The BSA has also reached a settlement with Osel Architecture Limited, a design company based in central London for the use of illegal software. Osel Architecture Limited has agreed to pay £8,000 after using unlicensed copies of Autodesk and Adobe software. In addition, the company has had to purchase the correct licences to become compliant. Elsewhere, Home Inspector Training Limited, a training provider with offices in Surrey, settled for marginally under £5,000 with the BSA after using unlicensed copies of Microsoft software. 
“It is critical, especially in tough economic conditions, that software is managed effectively. We will be looking closely at businesses in London ahead of the Christmas period and will be increasing our enforcement activity. There are still too many businesses in the capital that are negligent when it comes to managing their software and we are calling on all software users to blow the whistle on illegal software use,” commented Alyna Cope, spokesperson for BSA’s UK Country Committee.
According to the global research firm IDC, driving down the software piracy rate by 10 percentage points from the current rate of 27%, would generate 13,000 new jobs, £1.08 billion in tax revenues and contribute £4.46 billion to the UK’s economy. The BSA encourages reports of suspected software piracy, whether regarding businesses using unlicensed software, or individuals and organisations selling pirated software over the internet. Confidential reports can be made at www.bsa.org. 
More information on the campaign and help and advice on software asset management, can be found at www.bsa.org/london.
*****
What should companies do?

Visit www.bsa.org/london for information on the software health check. You can access self audit forms, find out more about the risks of software piracy, and download a variety of supporting tools.

###
About BSA

The Business Software Alliance (www.bsa.org) is the foremost organisation dedicated to promoting a safe and legal digital world. BSA is the voice of the world's commercial software industry and its hardware partners before governments and in the international marketplace. Its members represent one of the fastest growing industries in the world. BSA programmes foster technology innovation through education and policy initiatives that promote copyright protection, cyber security, trade and e-commerce. BSA members include: Adobe, Altium, Apple, Autodata Limited, Autodesk, Bentley Systems, Corel, Dassault Systèmes SolidWorks Corporation, Embarcadero, Famatech, McAfee, Microsoft, Monotype Imaging, Siemens, Symantec, Tekla and The MathWorks.


[image: image1.jpg]